Ros Sahhar visits Papua New GumeaGFS
with GFS.
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| had the privilege to travel to Popondetta PNG with Val Gribble, Rev. |
Sheryl Selvage and Leonie Stitz from GFS Australia. They welcomed me
as part of the group. GFS ran a Leadership Training course for GFS, Youth "}

Leaders, MU Mothers and Clergy. It ran over 2 days with 130 attending.

Theodora Hawdy, MU paid worker, arranged for me to visit 5 parishes in the Diocese of Popondetta.
Popondetta MU executive travelled with me to all parishes. 1
Val always stepped back and gave me as MU the honour of entering the =
villages first.

Ei wo, the first parish we visited
and only about 35km from the Kokoda Track. We had to walk to the river |
and then cross the wide fast running Kumusi River on a tractor tyre with
men swimming and pushing us across to the other side; this was an
adventure that | will never forget.

Also the wonderful sharing time | had with my MU sisters sitting with them and sharing what we do
at MU in Mel bourne, showing them pictures of my
Cathedral Melbourne on Lady Day, my family, Anne Kennedy our Diocesan President and animals
we have in Australia.

| asked them to ask their old MU members to tell their story of when they started MU. Their tribal
customs are written down so their children will know what their grand-mother did as a child.

| told them the World Day of Prayer service, written by the women of PNG, had made an
impression on me.

In Melbourne, | had been visiting MU branches and talking about a country and people that | knew
not hing about other than what | had read or d6égo

| then sat and listened to their stories. Some of the mothers had walked for many miles to come and
see me. They told when the floods came it was at night and came very quickly, also how a mother
and baby had died in the river, how a father saved his son and how they had no food or clean water
for days.

Since the introduction of MU to the Parish of Eiwo in 2003 the members have grown
from 30 to 280 members. Mrs Mini Satuva, President gave me a written report on their
parish.

Y
f
| have never felt so proud M.ﬂ.)/

to be a MU member as

when | saw MU mothers standing in
their blue skirts and white tops waving
4 branches and calling out Oro, Oro,
=¥ Oro. (welcome, welcome, welcome)

“ | wanted to cry. It was so moving. |
was kissed and hugged by all, they
shook my hand and told me their
% names and so many are called Mary,
after Mary Sumner.

On my arrival at GFS House it was
N arranged for me to meet Mother




Demesi. She is the lady that lost her left arm and three of her fingers on her right
hand in a PMV [people mover vehicle] accident.

She is a gentle soft spoken woman who is desperate for our help. Her husband
was Assistant Principal of Newton Theological College. He was killed in the
accident and because the church and the government does not have a welfare
support system for unemployed or disabled citizens she is totally dependent on
family to support her.

Mother Demesi has no source of income and you must have money for educa-

tion or your children dondét go to school We
for Mother Demesi.
Attending church at | fane was
Good Shepherdo. We sang and
at the Lordoés table as one

all came in to be blessed by Fr Lindsley.

| met with the new MU provincial
president Deborah Igora. We spent time talking about her position |
and how she travels many kilometers visiting other dioceses. They

are looking forward to receiving our prayer books.

The village people and MU Mothers made us most welcome. Leonie
and | were made to feel very special. The village came for lunch and
we had a MU banquet just like home.

f ami
the Sunday school children singing in the background and they

thank God for my companions who looked after me each day and my guardian angel Pauline who

carried my bags and made sure that | was OK at all times.
| look forward to visiting your branch in 2010.

(Ros Sahhar is the Overseas and Northern Outreach Coordinator for MU Melbourne)



