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Grapevine 
 

Theme for 2010 : Journeying into Relationships. 
Off icial publication for MU Australia in the Diocese of Perth 

MAY 2010 
 
My dear fellow members, 
It was with great sadness the Executive accepted the resignation as chaplain of Bishop Kay, and we 
wish her well  for the future. We are delighted to announce the appointment of our new Chaplain The 
Revd. Sandra Moore, Rector of  Langford /Lynford/Ferndale who will  become a member of MU at 
the Southern Area Festival , and be commissioned at the July Council meeting. 
What a wonderful service at the Cathedral to celebrate the Annunciation of 
Mary, Lady Day. Archbishop Roger’s address was inspiring and very 
informative particularly for those invited guests who are not members of MU. 
Perth also had two other celebrations, one on the 25th at Northam and one on 
Saturday 20th  at Hamersley where we celebrated the opening of a new 
branch Balcatta / Hamersley. Accounts of these services are included in this 
paper, and will also be in the Winter MiaMia. 
During the Lady Day Service members were asked to donate any MU badges 
that they had to spare so they could be sent to Bishop Andrew Proud from the 
Horn of Africa. During his visit to Perth he had spoken warmly of the MU 
members in his diocese and commented that they did not have any badges. I 
have received 10 so far so please keep them coming. 
Our July Council meeting is looming fast, Thursday 29th July. I do hope your 
branch is, or has, worked on part 4 of the Theme, in a creative way. The Executive is looking forward 
to seeing your exciting efforts. 
Tuesday 19th October is our Annual General Meeting when the elected positions on the Executive 
will all become vacant. Please give prayerful thought to who would be able to fill a vacancy of 
President, 2 Vice Presidents, Treasurer, Conveners for Caritas/Promotions and Development, 
Overseas and Northern Outreach, Publication, Prayer and Spirituality, and Social responsibilit y. The 
last two incumbents are eligible and willi ng to serve for another 3 year term. Nomination forms wil l 
be available shortly.  
In August we are hosting Beverley Ovens, The Australian Overseas and Northern Outreach  
Coordinator who will be holding two workshops . The first will be at Holy Cross in Melvill e on 
Thursday 26th August, and the second at St. Nicholas , Carine /Duncraig on Saturday 28th August. 
Your branch Overseas representatives will have further details closer to August. Please make every 
effort to attend one of these as Beverley is a very inspiring and knowledgeable speaker who has done 
missionary work in Africa.   
Yours in Christ, Lois. 
 
Editor; 
The above photograph of Lois enjoying a cuddle was taken at the Lady Day Service at Hamersley. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
June              19th    Saturday       Southern Area Festival 
                                                         St. M ichael & All Angels, Cannington 
July               29th    Thursday      Council Meeting 
                                  Morning Tea  9.00a.m.   Meeting  9.30a.m 
                                                        Rod Evans Centre 
August             9th    Monday       Mary Sumner Day 
                       21st—25th              Wave of Prayer 
                       26th   Thursday      Workshop with Beverley Ovens 
                                                        Holy Cross, Melvill e.                                            
                       28th    Saturday     Workshop with Beverley Ovens 
                                                        St. Nicholas, Car ine/ Duncraig. 
September         9th  Thursday      Nor thern Area Festival 
October         19th    Tuesday       Annual general meeting 
                                                        Morning Tea 9.00a.m. Meeting 9.30a.m 
                                                        Rod Evans Centre 
November      10th   Wednesday   Central Area Festival 
 

MU ROOM 
Please note there will be no roster of members in attendance at the room this year . 

The room will be open each working day. 
Payment for items purchased should be put in one of the supplied envelopes and 

placed in the locked money box. 
Alison will br ing supplies to Council Functions. 

 
DETAILS OF FUTURE DATES FOR GRAPEVINE DELIVERY 

Future copies of  the Grapevine will be distr ibuted enclosed with your copy of  
M ia M ia magazine four times each year , and will not be made available at Council 

meetings or through the file in MU Room. 
Contr ibutions for The Grapevine need to be sent to the Editor  as soon as possible  

after your branch or council functions,  and  will be pr inted in time for enclosing with 
the  next copy of M ia M ia Mia. Please send in your branch news. 

 
Send copy to; Florence Stowell                Email  flosto@iinet.net 
                      1, Gaunt Street   
                      Eden Hill , WA 6054           Phone; 9279 9553 

 
 

‘How beautiful the love that women give, How strong the faith that women share, 
How gentle the hands of women in prayer, How precious is the time in which we live’  

 
(A favourite prayer of mine from our MU book of Worship and Prayer, Editor.)  
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Guildford Branch Celebrations  
A very special 50 Year Badge service took place on Monday April 12th. Two members of the 
Guildford branch, Lynn Harris and Meg Tanner were due to receive their 50 Year Badges, and 
because meg is a resident at the Greenmount Nursing Home and had restricted  eyesight and 
mobilit y it was decided to hold the function  at the Home. All the staff were very helpful, and the 
special guest delighted to receive their invitations. On the day 35 members of MU and their guests 
attended, and were warmly welcomed by Area President Yvonne Paterson. A Communion service 
was conducted by The Revd. Steve Warren, parish priest at Guildford. Our Council President Lois 
McGrath had a previous MU engagement but we were delighted when MU Past Diocesan President 
Doreen Kyme accepted the invitation to present the badges. MU member Elizabeth Harford and 
husband The Revd. Michael Harford also attended, and it was a happy reunion for Guildford  
members. Some of Meg’s family, and Lynn’s family were present, and the husbands of  some 
members and it was a happy affair with all enjoying the service, light lunch and fellowship. 
Both Lynn and Meg were delighted with the arrangement. They became members of MU on the 
same day in December 1959 at St. Matthew and have been in regular attendance over the years.  
Meg is an accomplished musician and played the organ at the church for many years, trained a 
children’s choir, and travelled  overseas with the Orotorio Choir. Lynn serves as a Pastoral Assistant, 
was involved with Meals on Wheels, and taking Communion to local Nursing Homes. 
Meg was one of the first MU members to receive the audio version of Mia Mia and appreciates 
being able to keep in touch this way.  
Arranging the function in the comfort of Meg’s accommodation helped her to relax and enjoy the 
day, and the local convenience of the venue enabled family members to attend the ceremony.  
 

 
 
The photos show Meg and Lynn 
receiving their badges from  
from P.P. Doreen Kyme, 
and cutting their special cake. 
 

Message from Bishop Kay, 
Dear members of MU Perth, 
Thanks to Florence for the opportunity to write a final piece for the Grapevine before you 
welcome a new chaplain to travel with you. As I write, Pentecost Sunday is a few days away 
and so it’ s a good time to reflect on the ways in which the Holy Spirit, the one often called 
’ the wind and fire’ of God, can both blow with unexpected force and burn with a fierce heat. 
Much more comforting and comfortable to conjure up the images of a gentle breeze or a 
cosy fireside scene. All are possible—and each image one I am sure you  know. Wind and 
fire are both forces which can leave the landscape over which they’ve passed quite changed . 
Certainly, this is what happened to those who were together on the day of Pentecost as we 
read in Acts 2. And thank God for it! So, as you travel on with each other, and work to 
strengthen the ministry and presence of MU, may the presence of the Holy Spirit be the 
discomfort and the balm needed.     +Kay. 
Welcome to our new Chaplain. 
We send a special welcome through the Grapevine to our new Chaplain The Revd. Sandra 
Moore, priest of  Lynwood/Ferndale/Langford who will become a member of MU at the    
Southern Area Festival  on Saturday June 19th., and be commissioned as our Chaplain at the 
Council meeting on Thursday  29th July. Please make a special effort to attend these 
functions and make her welcome in person. 
Warm Welcome at Workshop at Applecross 
On Tuesday May 18th a group of 70 participants gave a warm welcome to Australian Prayer 
and Spirituali ty Co-ordinator Bronwyn Fryar, and Australian Coordinator for Social 
responsibili ty The Revd. Libbie Crossman to conduct their workshop on ‘Cyber bullying’ 
and ‘The over Sexualisation of children’ . Guests included John Barich and Gilli an Gonzales 
from the Australian Family Association, and Pam Boekman from Anglican Children’s 
Ministries. 
Bronwyn il lustrated her talk with heart warming photos of small children showing all sorts 
of emotions. Three Bible stories of Jesus as a child in the temple, Jesus and the disciples 
with children,, and the call of Samuel in the temple emphasized how God values 
children. Their love and trust  is a precious thing which cannot be ignored or undervalued. 
Commercial advertising pressures young children to dress like adults, and appear sexy 
Libbie then guided us very thoroughly through the benefits that IT technology can bring but 
also alerted us to the dangers of its misuse. Bullying messages on mobile phones can be 
anonymous and are intended to demean the receiver. There is real danger  in providing 
photos and contact numbers on Websites such as  Face book and chat rooms. Quite young 
children are capable of accessing all these sites on modern computers , and the 9-15 year 
olds are most at risk from making unsuitable contacts and adopting ’ raunchy’ names.  
Libbie further discussed some helpful ways to combat this insidious culture in children’s 
lives. The power point headings were discussed and contacts to make were given. There are 
some helpful books written dealing with the subject which would benefit parents, 
grandparents and other interested adults who are responsible for children’s welfare. 
Our President Lois extended her thanks to the branch and parish members of St.Davids for 
their hospitality, Executive members for their help, and Gloria Lynge for playing the organ. 
Special thanks go to Libbie and Bronwyn for the hours of work planning their presentation.  
Salli e Oldfield, Social Responsibili ty Convener.  



Luggage, Baggage, Cases, Back Packs????? 
With this heading one would think ‘Oh, holidays. Wonderful!’ But  there is another type of 
Baggage we carry around with us unconsciously  which raises its ugly head when we least 
expect it. What can this be? A spiritual Back Pack of unsolved hurts, desires and longings. 
The Luggage of Life. I’ ll do it may way!! The burden of Self Reliance. I can do it but then 
it may all go pear shaped. Instead of putting our whole trust in Jesus, we go off and do 
what ever in our own strength believing that we can achieve. 
Imprisoned in the Burden of Discontent. Wanting bigger, better, nicer, faster, thinner. You 
name it, I must have it. It is like a child always asking for something that as a parent we 
know it is not good but there it is and we still have the ‘desire of the eyes’ . Jesus know our 
every need and we must learn to be content with what we have and the Lord will provide 
our every need . He knows before we ask. 
The Burden of Fear is Worry’s Big Brother. We tend to go everywhere to solve this Back 
Pack  - to the bar, a friend, a counsellor, a self-help book. None of these will take away the 
sweaty hands, the gripe in your stomach. It is so easy to cast your care on the Lord Jesus. 
Tell him of your fear as worry never solved anything, does not change the situation, and 
then step out in faith and know with confidence that he is near and will give you the 
strength, the words, and wil l provide all your needs. I could go on with more of these 
Baggage’s—space not permitting—the burdens of Weariness, Guilt , Pride, Arrogance, 
Grief, Shame, Envy, Doubt. Tackle them head on in the power of our Lord Jesus. 
Unburden yourself and the peace you  find  will give a new meaning to your life. 
If you are carrying a burden and are not sure how to pray, there is a book lent to me by a 
Uniting Church Pastor based on the 23rd Psalm, namely ‘Travell ing Light’ by Max Lucado 
which touched me and made me think deeply to get rid of the sack that could be weighing 
ME down so that my spiritual li fe could now be even more fill ed with the Love, Joy and 
Peace of my Lord Jesus in whom there is no guile. 
Peg Sanders. Convener for Prayer and Spirituality 
 
Editor; Peg  sends her thanks  to all MU members for their cards, notes and phone calls 
and especially their prayers during her recent surgery and convalescence.   
 
 
Time for a laugh….. 
            A second grader came home from school  and said to her grandmother, ‘Grandma, 
guess what? We learnt how to make babies today’ . The grandmother, more than a littl e 
surprised, tried to keep her cool. ‘That’s interesting’ , she said, ‘how do you make babies?’ . 
‘ It’ s simple’ replied the girl. ‘You just change ‘y’ to ‘ i’ and add ‘es’!  
            I didn’ t know if my granddaughter had learned her colours yet, so I decided to test 
her. I would point out something and ask what colour it was. She would tell me and was 
always correct. It was fun for me so I continued. At last she headed for the door, saying 
‘Grandma, I think you should try to figure some of these out for yourself ’!  
            When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied ‘ I’ m not sure’ . 
‘Look in your underwear Grandma’ he advised. ‘mine says I’ m 4 to 6’ ! 
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Lady Day Services  
St. George’s Cathedral (with its new seating arrangements) slowly fill ed with MU members 
and friends to celebrate Lady Day on March 25th. There was no procession of banners  
although some had been placed in the sanctuary before the service. 
Diocesan President Lois McGrath welcomed the 150 present. Readings were given by Vice 
Presidents Kaye Healy and Denise Elvish, and Joan Shenton lead the  Intercessions. The 
MU choir lead the well chosen hymns, and sang the anthem ‘Break forth into joy’  ably 
accompanied by Gloria Lynge. 
Archbishop Roger Herft in his address challenged members to endeavour to be like Mary, 
Mother of our Lord, who said “Yes” to the angel. He reported on news from countries 
suffering from violent attacks, oppression, slaughter of Christians, especially women and 
children, children of MU members being turned away from school and the traff icking of 
children, drug trading in lieu of good trading and urged all members to support the work of 
MU workers particularly affected in these areas. As Mary followed the sign of the angel 
into an unknown future, can we by ‘Journeying into Relationships’ with one another be 
mindful of the needs of others and be ‘protectors in conversation’ and sacrificial love’?”  
St. John’s Northam hosted a Regional Lady Day service on Thursday 25th March , and 
welcomed 11 members including 3 ladies who had travelled from Toodyay. Greetings and 
apologies were sent from Wongan members. The service was led by Branch President Nola 
Chamberlain and a message  reflecting the historical importance of  Lady Day was 
presented by The Ven. Peter Bourne, Archdeacon of Avon, and priest of the parishes of 
Northam and Toodyay / Goomall ing. Warm fellowship was enjoyed with refreshments 
following the service. The success of the morning wil l encourage members of the regions to 
consider making this an annual event . 
A third service was held at Holy Cross, Hamersley, on the previous Saturday for members 
unable to attend the service at the Cathedral. The service was modified to make it easier to 
understand in translation for the Sudanese members, and contained  selections of joyful 
music  with all able to join in a phonetic translation of ‘ Jesus loves me’ in Arabic. The 
service was conducted in English  but had translations of the Bible reading and sermon by 
one of the Sudanese elders. 
Lois McGrath took the opportunity to open a new MU branch at Holy Cross where activities 
will include topics helpful to the members to improve their English. Some of the members 
remember their mothers being involved in Mothers’ Union when they were young, but do 
not know a great deal about the world wide activities of MU. The CD Version of Mia Mia 
has been introduced to the club to assist the members learn to read, and to understand more 
about MU. Our front page photo shows President Lois McGrath enjoying a cuddle at the 
service at Holy Cross. 
 
MU Badges. 
Lois refers to a request for badges in her letter, and this repeats the appeal. If you do have a 
badge or badges you no longer need please donate them for use by members in the Horn of 
Africa. Of course there is often a sentimental attachment to a badge, but  there could be 
some we could donate. Lois will be happy to receive them at any MU function, or will l et 
you know where to leave them for her to collect. 
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News from the branches 
New Branch at Balcatta/Hammersley - We send a warm welcome to the members of this 
branch which was opened by our President Lois at the  Lady Day service on  Saturday 20th  
March at Holy Cross. 
Forrestf ield /Watt le Grove - It is with great sadness that members of this branch farewelled 
their member Mary (Bobbie) Brandreth  who had been a member since the earliest days of 
the parish. Bobbie had been a member in England and when the branch started at St. 
Stephens in 1988 she was one of the founder members and never missed a meeting . 
She was 98 when she died, and although confined to a wheelchair was as lively as ever. Well 
known for her cooking skill s and many other hobbies she had a special ‘ soft spot’ f or 
children, especially her grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
From Kathie Ryan, President, President, St. Stephens, Forrestfield / Wattle Grove 
Toodyay - The members of Toodyay send their most sincere thanks  for all the items 
collected from our branch members and church groups for the people needing help with   
everyday goods necessary to replace all they had lost in the terrible fires. The response was  
excellent. Please keep these famili es in your prayers as they seek to come to terms with all 
they have lost , and plan for the future.  

 
M idland Branch 
This group is now meeting again  and 
hope to welcome more new members.  
The Revd. Ross Jones, their parish 
priest, was already a member of MU 
and has become their  President Their 
Parish Secretary Chris Brackley 
joined MU at the service and then 
became secretary for the branch. I 
wonder if this is the first time one of 
our male members has become a 
branch president? The photograph 
shows the members welcoming Ross 
and Chris to the branch.  
 

Overseas and Outreach. 
Geraldine hopes that as many members and guests as possible will attend the two workshops 
when our Australian Executive Co-ordinator for Overseas and Outreach Beverley Ovens 
conducts her workshops in Perth on Thursday 26th August and Saturday 28th August. 
Wave of Prayer will be 21st to 25th August for our diocese, and branches will receive more 
information at the July Council meeting  
Included in Total Funds distributed this year  are $26,000 to the Diocese of the Northwest  of 
$8,914 for clergy family participation in conference or synod, and North West Australia 
$2,372 to assist indigenous women to enhance their knowledge of their culture  and art 
skills. Editor:  We thank  Geraldine for her work in this position as she retires from office.  

MU in the Diocese of Perth and its involvement with  
National Council of Women WA. 

 
Lady Edeline Strickland, wife of Sir Gerald Strickland, the Governor of Western Australia 
was the driving force behind the establishment of the National Council of Women being 
formed in this state in 1911. She enlisted the help of several organisations to do this, 
among who were the Mothers’ Union and The Girls’ Friendly Society. By the end of its 
first year there were seventeen organisations aff iliated to NCWWA, the organisation 
representing 8,500 members. 
It is non-party politi cal, composed of delegates from affili ated organisations and associate 
members and gives women the opportunity to contribute their ideas through seminars and 
service which influence decisions affecting the quali ty of community life. 
NCWWA is affiliated  with the National Council of Women of Australia, which in turn is 
affili ated with the International Council of Women which has consultative status [Category 
1] with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.  
NCWWA is an umbrella for those it represents, taking concerns to both State and National 
Government. Regular monthly meetings means the MU representative on the Committee 
learns much about other aff il iates. Ngala, Soroptomists, Penguins, War Widows, YWCA, 
Zonta, Civili an Widows are just a few of the many organisations represented by NCWWA. 
As a member we can reach out to many more women through the expert membership of its 
Executive and National Body and its voice in the community. 
We have been involved over the years with the Government of Western Australia in 
several of its projects and discussion papers. 
Violence in schools, Safety in all aspects, Family Directory of Services to Women, 
Pensions, Old Age Problems, Invitro Fertili sation, Surrogacy and Procreation are but a few 
of these. Recently we were part of the state wide discussions and workshops on the Living 
Will and Right to Life debates. 
In 2005 much time was spent on the discussion paper issued by the then Attorney General 
and Minister for Health, Jim McGinty, on Medical treatment for the Dying. 
Socially, we are invited to share in the many activities offered by the organisation during 
any year. Lunches, fund raising activities are offered on a regular basis. These invitations 
are sent to the Executive of Mothers’ Union in Perth as are the minutes of meetings and 
invitations from the other affiliated organisations. 
Further to these notes other information may be obtained from your delegate to NCWWA . 
 
Joan Shenton 
 
Editor: At the February Council meeting  it was reported that NCWWA will be celebrating 
100 years of service next year and  have asked MU to compile a history of  their 
involvement with the Council. Our Council i s looking for a delegate to NCWWA to attend 
their meeting on the 4th Monday every month at Rod Evans Centre from 1.00 p.m. to  
3.00 p.m. and report back to MU. Please consider if you can act for MU in this way.   


