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 Worldwide Presidentôs Letter (Families Worldwide  Issue 2.10) 
 

Spreading the benefits of membership  
 

Dear Friends, 

I had a new computer delivered to my home this morning.  It is amazingly small!  So small that I 

could actually slip it into a handbag if I wished.  I wanted one, a notepad they call it, so that I can 

have access to a computer when I travel for Mothersô Union.  It is going to be great fun and a    

wonderful tool to use, but as I tried to use it today I felt all at sea and unsettled because the        

systems are a little different from usual and I shall have to relearn a few things before I am used to 

the new machine.  It will be a challenge!  It struck me how much technology and, in particular,  

computers have changed during my lifetime from the big affairs that occupied a whole room to the 

individual desktop PCs or laptops that most of us use today.  Technology doesnôt stand still but is 

continually pushing the boundaries and developing new ways of doing things. 

 

What do Starbucks, Facebook, a school and mobile phones have in common?  They are all places 

where there are Mothersô Union members who have found a different way to be MU!  They meet in 

coffee shops, on-line or as a whole school, giving support and sharing Christian 

friendship.  Just like Mary Sumner was challenged to do something about the 

needs of young mothers and families 134 years ago in her village, there are  Moth-

ersô Union members now reaching out to people who donôt have easy access to  

local branches.  Iôm sure that, in the same way that I will take time to master my 

new laptop, those trying new ways of being MU will take time to  settle and feel 

comfortable. 

 

From small beginnings at Old Alresford in Hampshire, the Mothersô Union branch was born.  We 

must remember that life in the 21st century doesnôt always lend itself to this way of meeting.  Who 

in our communities do we also need to give the opportunity of the benefits of Mothersô Union   

membership?  Are we willing to change the way we do things to reach those that we donôt meet in 

our communities?  Are we ready to step out of our comfort zone?  Letôs stretch ourselves beyond 

our immediate circles, 

family, friends, work, 

church and society.  

Letôs be sure that we 

share the good things 

that Mothersô Union 

has to offer and        

especially Godôs love 

through respectful and 

loving relationships. 

 

With love, 

Rosemary Kempsell 
 

(This article is reproduced with permission from Families Worldwide, the Mothers' Union members'      

magazine and prayer diary available on line at www.familiesfirstmagazine.com) 
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In Loving Memory  
 

               Shirley Long  IPC 
Linda Mentiplay �6�W���$�L�G�D�Q�¶�V���3�D�U�N�G�D�O�H�������,�3�& 

Ruby Dunstan �6�W���7�K�R�P�D�V�¶�����(�V�V�H�Q�G�R�Q�������0�R�R�Q�H�H���3�R�Q�G�V 
Mona Gillen �6�W���1�L�F�K�R�O�D�V�¶�����0�R�U�G�L�D�O�O�R�F�� 
Molly John  �6�W���1�L�F�K�R�O�D�V�¶�����0�R�U�G�L�D�O�O�R�F�� 

Marjorie Johnson �6�W���3�H�W�H�U�¶�V���%�U�L�J�K�W�R�Q���%�H�D�F�K 
Sue Kraft �6�W���3�H�W�H�U�¶�V�����0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�W�R�Q 

Lela Lane St Christopher's, Bentleigh East  
Audrey McDonald �6�W���*�H�R�U�J�H�¶�V�����0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q 

 
 

THE ORIGINS OF THE WAVE OF PRAYER 

The Wave of Prayer is an offering of prayer from and for Mothers' Union around 

the world.  

It is something that concerns every member as all take part in prayer for     

Mothers' Union in each diocese of the Anglican Communion in turn.  Specific 

days in the year are therefore allocated to each diocese when prayers are      

focused on their work and needs. 

In July 1920, about a hundred worldwide representatives of the Mothersô Union met in London.  So 

powerful were the relationships forged during the week of discussion and prayer that definite steps 

were taken to maintain common commitments and goals.  The Wave of Prayer was born! 

Beginning in April 1921, members were asked to use daily, at midday, a simple prayer, filling in from 

a calendar the name of a country and diocese where the Mothersô Union was at work.  For 89 years, 

this Wave of Prayer has swept on continuously throughout the organization, enabling close links to 

be maintained between members in different parts of the world.  

DIOCESE OF MELBOURNEôS WAVE OF PRAYER: 16
th

 ï20
th

 July.  

ATTENTION: All grandparents and great-grandparents: 
Plenty of ideas for gifts for  

new babies and children at the MU Shop. 

Did you know about The Mothersô Union Tartan? 

�7�K�H���'�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U���R�I���7�K�H���0�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q���7�D�U�W�D�Q���L�V���5�R�V�D�O�L�Q�G���-�R�Q�H�V�� 
 

�7�K�H�� �0�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶�� �8�Q�L�R�Q�� �W�D�U�W�D�Q�� �L�V�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �E�O�X�H�� �D�Q�G�� �\�H�O�O�R�Z�� �F�R�O�R�X�U�V�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���0�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q�������$���E�O�X�H���F�U�R�V�V���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���\�H�O�O�R�Z���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���D���I�L�Q�H���\�H�O�O�R�Z���F�U�R�V�V��
within it lies at the centre of the sett.  This symbolizes the unifying Christian 
�I�D�L�W�K�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�� �K�H�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �7�K�H�� �0�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶�� �8�Q�L�R�Q���� �� �2�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�R�V�V�� �D�U�H��

pale and dark green symbolizing vegetation zones of the different global environments of the world-wide members of the 
Mothers Union.  Beyond the greens, brown and black bands represent the ethnicity of the different members.  On the   
�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�W�W���W�K�H���E�O�X�H���D�Q�G���\�H�O�O�R�Z���F�R�O�R�X�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���0�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q���H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V���D�O�O���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�X�U�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���L�Q���L�W�����V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H 
fellowship that holds all members to be equal and the bond of friendship and common beliefs that unite them. 
 

�'�H�Q�L�V�H���/�D�\�����%�D�O�O�D�U�D�W���'�L�R�F�H�V�H�����F�R�O�O�H�F�W�V���0�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q���0�H�P�R�U�D�E�L�O�L�D�������6�K�H���K�D�G���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���D���V�F�D�U�I���I�U�R�P���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���� 
�7�K�H���V�F�D�U�I���Z�D�V���Z�R�U�Q���E�\���W�K�H���J�X�H�V�W���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���D�W���%�D�O�O�D�U�D�W�¶�V���/�D�G�\���'�D�\�����0�D�U�L�O�\�Q���2�X�O�G�V�����=�R�Q�H�������7�U�X�V�W�H�H���R�I���7�K�H���0�R�W�K�H�U�V�¶���8�Q�L�R�Q���� 

 

�$�G�D�S�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���L�Q���0�8���%�D�O�O�D�U�D�W���'�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q���1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���³�7�H�Q�W�´�� 

and with information from the weavers, D. C. Dalgleish Ltd, Dunsdale Mill, Selkirk, Scotland. 
http://www.muscotland.org.uk/tartan.htm 


